
Cross Country 
Collaboration – the
BeNeLuxA Initiative





• April 2015 Netherlands and Belgium announced the initiative.

• Sept 2015 Luxembourg joined.

• 2016 Austria joined - initiative became known as BeNeLuxA

• 2018 Ireland joined.



Four Core Domains

◼ DTF Horizon scanning

◼ DTF HTA

◼ DTF P&R

◼ DTF Information Sharing

www.beneluxa.org



DTF HS

◼ IHSI

◼ DTF HS 

Will directly inform which HTAs are of interest

 Inform where short statements are needed or 
brief reports

Provide strategic signposts.







DTF HTA 

◼ Re-use of Health Technology Assessment 
(HTA) reports

◼ Joint writing of an HTA report



To date

◼ Short Statements.

◼ BeNeLuxA template for dossier submission.

◼ Aligning of processes



Short Statements
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Which drugs are of interest?

◼ Rare diseases

◼ High cost

◼ Mutual interest between countries



Beneluxa Assessment process
◼ Submission of concept dossier – feedback given.

◼ Final dossier submitted – Day 0.

◼ Assessment Group Review - Day 0-60.

◼ Draft report reviewed by the Dutch (WAR) and Belgian (CTG) expert 
committees.

◼ Report updated with comments and second draft sent for external 
consultation and to committees.

◼ Comments received and report finalized to be sent to Dutch and Belgian 
reimbursement committees and in Ireland the Drugs Group, HSE.

◼ End of HTA stage.



Negotiation Phase

◼ Agreement from all parties

◼ Once begun 120 days to agreement (Belgium)

◼ Joint negotiation between countries.

◼ Informed by the HTA report



Is Joint HTA possible?



Is Joint HTA possible?

Costs Utilities

Discounting
Perspective

Thresholds??



Zolgensma® (onasemnogene abeparvovec)

◼ ATMP – gene therapy 

◼ IV infusion

◼ ~€2m/infusion



Novartis gene therapy

◼ Joint HTA

◼ Belgium, Ireland and the Netherlands

Pharmacoeconomic assessment (Model and 
budget impact) – Ireland (NCPE), Belgium.

Pharmacotherapeutic assessment – The 
Netherlands (ZIN)



Novartis gene therapy

◼ Joint HTA

◼ Belgium, Ireland and the Netherlands

Pharmacoeconomic assessment (Model and 
budget impact) – Ireland (NCPE), Belgium.

Pharmacotherapeutic assessment – The 
Netherlands (ZIN)



Is Joint HTA possible?

Costs Utilities

Discounting
Perspective

Thresholds??



Success?

◼ Fascinating learning network

◼ Shared challenges, shared problem solving

◼ Not just about joint negotiation.

◼ More Joint HTAs, Zynteglo®, Libmeldy® and 
others…




